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THE STORY OF SOMA AND TARA AS
OCCURRING IN THE VEDIC AND
THE POST-VEDIC LITERATURE

Bandana Chatterjee®

The Puranas contain various interesting legends of
gods, kings, sages and several others. In this article we

propose to go through a particularly significant story
relating to the lunar deity Soma.

The story of Soma and Tarz is found in a number

of Purapas. According to the version of the Matsya-p.
the story is as follows :

Soma (the Moon), who was born of the eyes of
the sage Atri, performed the Rajasiiya sacrifice by virtue
of which he acquired the glory and the extensive domain
of the seven worlds. One day, he saw Tarza, the wife of
Brhaspati, in a garden. Her enchanting beauty made
Soma passionate, and being seized with lust he appro-
ached her and indulged in amorous dalliance with her.
Due to the wantonness of her heart Tara yielded to his
desire. Then Soma carried her off to his home and
began to enjoy her company fully. When Brhaspati,

*11, Paikpara Row, Flat-F, QCalcutta - 37.

1. Mat., 23. 18-45; 24. 1-8; Va., 90. 22-43; Bd., Upod-
ghatapada, 65, 28-43; Br., 9. 18-32; 152. 1-35; Bhag., 9. 14.
2-14; Vis., 4.6. 6-19 ; Brakmavai., Prakrti-kh., chs. 58-9; S‘ﬂkggua-
janma-kh., 61.11; 62.44; chs. 80-1; Ag., 274. 9-12; Gar., 1.143.2;
Var., 32. 10-21; Pad., Srsti-kh., 12,23-49; 37. 163-4; Skanda .,
Av., Avanti 28. 66-95; Kaéi-kh., 1.15.22-44; 2.87.84; DB, 1.11.
5-84; 5.5. 10-12; Hari., 1.25, 29-45,
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the preceptor of the gods, came to know of the event, he
tried his best to recover her from Soma, but failed. Being
sad and helpless at this he requested Soma to return
her, but Soma refused to do so. Then Soma was asked
by Brahma and Mahesvara to give back 7Tara to Brhas-
pati. When inspite of their requests Soma did not -
allow Tara to return to her husband, Siva became en-
raged and due to his affection towards Brhaspati started
for a battle against Soma. A large number of soldiers
including the gods, the Bhiitas and the Marudganas
marched with Rudra, whereas the Daityas, Danavas,
Asuras and the planets sided with Soma. Then there
ensued a fierce battle between Rudra and Soma, due to
which earth began to shake. At this Brahma command-
ed both of them to stop the war, scolded Soma for his
mischievous behaviour and compelled him to restore
Tara to her husband. Ashamed at this Soma confessed
his fault, gave back Tara to Brhaspati, and left the
battle-field. After the lapse of a year she gave birth to
a son. One day Brahmza and the other gods came to
the abode of Brhaspati to celebrate the birth-ceremony
of the child. There the gods asked Tarza to tell them
who was the father of the child. She became ashamed
and made no answer at first but due to the repeated
appeal of the gods declared that Soma was the father of
it. So Soma accepted his son and named him Budha.

This story of the Matsya-p. is identical with that of
the Padma-p. (Srsti-kh., 12. 23-49) which is later than
the former and must therefore be a borrower.2

- 2. See R. C.Hazra, Studies in the Purasnic Records on Hindu
Rites and Customs, (Calcutta, 1940), pp. 33-4.
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There are some variations in the story as narrated
in different Purapas. For example, in the Skanda
(Avanti, 28. 94-5) and in the Bhagavata-p. (9. 14-14)
Brahm3i, instead of Soma, names the son of Tarz as
Budha. In some of the Puranas® the child is about to
utter a curse on its mother, but in the other Puranas
there is no mention of this curse. In most of the
Puranas* Usanas is described as a helper of Soma in
Tarakamaya war, The Vayu,5 Brahmanda® and the
Brahma-p7. as well as the Harivamse state that Usanas
helped Brhaspati, as the former was the pupil of the
father of the latter. The Agni-p.® (274.10) mentions the
name of Usanas but does not say whose side he had
taken. In the rest of the said Purapas Usanas’ name is
totally absent. The Visnu-p. states that when after the
terrible combat known as the Tarakamaya war (since
Taraka or Tara was the pivot of -contention) Soma
returned Tara to Brhaspati, the later found that she was
pregnant. He asked her to remove her burden and in
obedience to his orders she was delivered of a son, who
from the moment of its birth, was endued with a splen-
dour that dimmed the brilliance of other divinities.
Being fascinated by its beauty both Brhaspati and Soma

3. Va., 90.40; Bd., Upodghatapada, 65.41; Vis., 4.6.17;
Bhag., 9.14.12; Br., 9.29; Skanda., K agi-kh., 1.15.42; Hari.; 1.25. 41-2%

4. Vis., 4.6.8.; Bhag., 9.14.6.; DB., 1.11.64.
Va., 90.30.

Bd., Upodghzatapada, 65. "31-2.

Br., 9.21; 152. 18-22,

Hari., 1.25. 32-3.

® N9 o
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claimed it as their child. The gods, in order to settle
the dispute appealed to Tara, but she was ashamed and
made no answer. As she remained silent to their
repeated appeals, the child became incensed, and was
about to curse her, saying that unless she declared
immediately who its father was, it would sentence her to
such a fate as should deter every female in future from
hesitating to speak the truth. On this Brahma inter-
fered , and having pacified the child, asked Tarza to tell
him who the father of the infant was. She blushed and
declared Soma to be its father. As soon as she had
spoken this , Soma joyfully embraced his son and named
him as Budha. Like the Vigpu-p. the Bhagavata (9.14.
10-11) and the Devi-Bhagavata-p. (1.11.27-9) also narrate
Brhaspati’s quarrel with Soma for the child, but in the
Agni-p. (274.11) the infant, as soon as it was born, itself
says that it was the son of Soma, In the Brahma-p.
(152. 27-9) Uganas invokes a curse on Soma to suffer
from leprosy for committing the sin of the abduction of
Tara, Thus cursed Soma returns Tara to Brhaspati.
According to the advice of the gods and the injunction
of $ruti Tarz purifies herself by an ablution in the river
Gautami. The Devi-Bhagavata-p. (1.11. 5-7) says that
Soma became passionate by seeing the beauty of Tara
who went to the abode of Soma who was the Yajamzana
. (one who employs a priest to perform a sacrifice for him)
of Brhaspati.

The Makabharata mentions only the names of Soma
and his son Budha,® Brhaspati and his wife Tarza, *© but

9. Mbh, 7. 119. 4.
10. 7Ibid., 5.115.13.
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nowhere in the entire Maka@bhdrata the description of this
important story of Tara’s abduction by Soma is found.

The story of Soma’s adultery with his preceptor’s
spouse has been mentioned in Aévaghosa’s Buddhacarita,**
Dandin’s Dasakumaracarita, ** Banabhatta’s Harsacarita*®
and Kadambari,®** Subandhu’s Vasavadatta 5 and Sriha-
rsa’s Naisadhiyacarita.*® In course of mentioning this story
the poets have not referred to anything special about it
from which it could be said that it was borrowed from a
particular Purana. But as the Matsya-p. appears to con-
tain the oldest version of the story, it is probable that
the Sanskrit poets might have drawn the story from it.

Nowhere in the entire Vedic literature such a story
relating to Soma aund Tarz is described. Omnly in the
Rgveda (10, 109. 5) as well asin the Atharvaveda (5.17
J5) a probable source of this tale is found. But in both
of them the name of Brhaspati’s consort is Juhi and not
Tara. In most of the Rc-s of the Rgvedic Siikta as
well as in the Atharvavedic Mantras she is described as
‘Brahmajaya’, ‘the wife of Brahma®’, who is certainly no
other than Brhaspati as in the Vedas Brhaspati is identi-
fied with Brahma (cf. Brahma vai Brhaspatih®).*” Never-

11. Buddh., 4.75. '

12. Dal.; 22.9: 70; 1.5.

13. Harsa., ch. 3, p. 40, 1.8.

14. Kad., I;p. 393, 1.2.

15. Vas., p. 209, 1.1 ; p. 239, 1.7.
16. Wai., 17. 44 ; 18.23 ; 22. 118.
17. Kap., 37. 5; 45.5; 47.1.
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theless, the names Juha and Brhaspati occurring in the
, Rgveda (10.109.5) and the Atharvaveda (5.17.5) ensure
that Juh@i was no other than the wife of Brhaspati.
Although nowhere in the entire Vedic literature the
consort of Brhaspati is named as Tarza, there is hardly
any scope for doubt that Puranic Txra and Vedic Juha
are identical, both these names are applied for Brhaspati’s
spouse.

In the early Vedic literature the word ‘Tara’ never
means a constellation (Naksatra), But in the compara-
tively late Vedie works and in the Puranpas “I'ara’ is used
to mean ‘Star’ in general. By the expression ‘Tarz’,
therefore, we have to mean not a particular star, but all
the stars. A Puranpic story tells us that Prajapati Daksa
gave away twenty-seven of his star-daughters, including
Rohini, in marriage to Soma.'® But these stars are
totally different from Tar , the wife of Brhaspati. The
expression “Tara’ should, therefore, have a second mean-
ing with which we can link up the_ sense of the expres-
sion ¢Juha’. ' |

Juht a ladle, was one of the essential implements
in sacrificial performances as a wife is indispensable for a
husband in a sacrificial rite (cf. Patyurno Yajriasampyoge)*o.
Hence Juhd is supposed to be the consort of Brhaspati.
As Juha transfers (cf. ‘tar@yati’) Soma (i.e. the Soma-
juice) in a sacrifice as an offering to a Vedic deity, it is -

18. Mat., 23.15; Bhag., 6.6.23; Siy., Rudra-samhits,
Sati-kh., 14 ; “Skanda., Av., Catur., 26. 3-4, Revs, 108.11 ; Kali.,
20. 28-9.

19, SK., Vol. 1, ch. 15, Siitra No. 490, p. 302.
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called Tara, being derived from the root ‘tr’ meaning ‘to
cause, to arrive at’. Though Soma-juice has been
personified as King Soma in the Vedas2?® and his various
functions described, still he is basically the sacrificial
juice which is to be offered to the sacrificial fire with the

kelp of a ladle or Juha.

The term Juhi when derived from the root ¢ive’
means ¢Jihva’ (or tongue), specially of Agni, as the func-
tion of Agni is to taste.the ‘havis’ offered to him in sac-
rifice. He functions as the receiver of oblation and
himself does not offer anything. That is, he is rather a
‘grahity’ (a receiver) and mnot a ‘hotr’ (an oflerer or
sacrificer). Formed with the root ‘hé’ on the other
hand, the word ¢Juhii’ gives the sense of a ladle.

Asvaghosa writes in his Buddhacarita :

Brhaspater mahisyam ca Juhvaty@m juhvatam varalh \
budham vibudhadharmanam janayamasa candramah?* n

In this verse the term ¢Juhvatam’ stands as an
adjective of the expression ‘mahisyam’ and means ‘one
who offers oblation with a ladle) in sacrifice’. The
word ‘mahisi’ is used to demote Brhaspati’s chief consort

20. RV.,1.91.5; 9.11.3,48.3,85.3,86.8,40,97.10,24, 56, 107-
15; A4V, 5.17.2 ; AB., 1.5.1; SB., 1.6.4.5; 11.1.3.3; 11.1.4.4 ;
TB., 2.3.10. 43f. ; TS., 2.3.5.

21. Buddh., op. cit. Johnston translates the verse as follows :
¢«“«And the Moon, the best of sacrificers, begot Budha of the
god-like decds on Brhaspati’s wife, as she was making

oblations.”
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who was no other than Juhii.?2 It appears, therefore,
that Advaghosa was more acquainted with the Vedic

name of Brhaspati’s consort (Juha) than her Purapic
name (Tarz).

We have already mentioned that although Juhu
was one of the mnecessary sacrificial implements, it has
been personified as the wife of the chief priest Brhaspati.
Such instances of personification of inanimate objects
are mnot rare in the Vedas. Soma, the sacrificial-juice’
itself is deified as a god. Macdonell opines : “Besides
the phenomena and force of nature, mostly aerial and
celestial, and the earth itself, various natural features of

the earth’s surface, as well as artificial objects, are treat-
ed as deities in the Rgoeda.”

The sacrificial post , named ‘vanaspati’ and ‘svaru’
is deified and invoked in Rgreda 3.8. In the Apri
hymns the sacrificial grass (barhis) is addressed as a
god, and the door leading to the place of sacrifice as

922. V. S. Agrawala, however, gives a different interpretation
of Soma, Brhaspati and Tara. He explains four classes of Soma
viz., ‘améu’ ‘graha’, «raja’ and ¢vdja’. According to him ‘Raja
Soma?® refers to the principle of mind and that is personified as king
Soma in the said story. He opines : “Higher than ‘Somaprajfizna’
is the superior principle of ¢vijiana’ which is symbolised amongst
the gods as Brhaspati. The power of Brhaspati is called ¢vaja’.
Rzaja Soma wanted to become master of the power of <vija’,
symbolised as Tarda, the female energy of Brhaspati”. (See

V.S. Agrawala, Afatsypa Puripa—a study, Varanasi, 1963, p.
131.)

23. Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, (Delhi, 1971) p. 154,
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goddesses24. ‘Gravan’ or ‘adri’ i.e. the pressing stone,
is also deified in the Rgveda.?s <Ucchista’ the ¢‘remnant’
of the sacrifice, and different sacrificial ladles were ascrib-
ed divine power of the highest order by the Atharva-
veda,?®  Agricultural implements are invoked in a few
verses of the Rgveda.27 Weapons are also deified in
the Rgveda, The whole of Rgveda 6.75 is devoted to
the praise of various implements of war. Mountains

are often conceived as divinely animate beings. Rivers
are personified as goddesses. Plants (‘osadhi’) and large
trees (‘vanaspati’) are also personified as divine. The
whole of a long hymn of Rgveda 10.97 is devoted to the
praise of the plants. The forest as a whole appears as a
deity under the name of <Aramyani, the goddess, who is
invoked in Rgreda 10.146.

The said narrative of Soma and Tarz has a histo-
rical aspect. In the Rgveda Soma is described as a
king and a Ksatriya.*® The sexual relation of the wife
of Brahspati with Somu reveals that there was a time in
which Ksatriyas gained high status in society. They
were thought to be superior even to the Brahmanas.

24. RV., 2.3.4;10.704.

25. Ibid., 10.76, 94, 175.

26. 4v., 11.9 1.10.

27. RV., 4.57 4-8.

28. RV., 10. 109. 2; 9.86.10, 8.2, 97.24, 58, 109.4.
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KANADA’S DEFINITION OF SUBSTANCE
(DRAVYA)

M. C. Bhartiya*

The definition of substance (dragya) given by
Kanpada is ‘Ariya-guna-vat samavayi-karanam iti dravya-
laksanam,* which if translated into ordinary English
would be ‘that which possesses action and quality and
which is an Inherent cause, is a substance.” The subs-
tance (drayya) here has been defined through two epithets
viz. (i) Kriya-guna-vat (possessing action or quality),
and (ii) Samav@y: karanam (Inherent cause). The first
epithet can again be broken up into two epithets :
(1) Ariya-vat (possessing action), (il) guma-vat (possessing
quality). Thus we can see that ‘substance’ has been
defined here through three epithets denoting three
characteristics (i) possessing action, (ii) possessing qua-
lity, and (iii) being an Inherent cause.

But this definition can be interpreted in two ways:
we can take the epithets either jointly or severally. If
we take the epithets jointly, the definition can be
rendered as ‘““‘that which possesses action and quality
and that which is also an Inherent cause, is a subs-
tance.” This would mean that all the three charac-
teristics enumerated in the definition should be found
in the substance at the same time; only then it can be

*Reader-Head, Sanskrit Deptt., M. M. H. College, Ghazia-
bad, U. P.

1. Vaisesika-stitra, I .1 . 15,
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called a substance. If we take the epithets severally, the
definition can be rendered as that which possesses
either action or quality, or that which is an Inherent
cause, is a substance.” This would mean that if any of
the characteristics is found in an entity, it can be called
a ‘substance’ (dravya).

Now if we take tbe epithets jointly, the definition
would be inadequate, being too narrow, because the
substances enumerated by Vaisesika are not found to
“possess actions always and thus at the time when they do
not possess any action they cannot be called substances.
Moreover, the ubiquitous substances like @ka@sa, di¢ and
kala do not possess action at all and thus they can never
be included in the category of substance. If we take
the epithets severally, we can again interpret the defini-
tion in two ways. If we take, for example, the first
epithet and state that ‘that which possesses action is a
substanee,” it may either mean that ‘substance is only
that which possesses actions,” or it may mean that ‘all
entities possessing actions are mnecessarily substances.’
The first interpretation very obviously cannot be accep-
ted because of the reason already stated ; i. e., because,
according to this interpretation, the substances devoid
of action cannot be called substances at all. Thus we
shall have to accept the interpretation that ‘all entities
possessing actions are substances.” This would leave us
room to accept that other entities also, though mnot
possessing actions, may be called substances, according
to the criteria stated in the epithets ahead,
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The second epithet has often been taken as an
independent definition and a substance has been ofien
defined as that which is a substratum of qualities (Guna-
Srayo drayyam)®. But this definition has been attacked
by Vedantists because at the first moment of production,
an effect, according to Nyaya, is devoid of qualities and
as such it cannot be called a substance at that time.
We can therefore accept it as an independent defini-
tion ; it can only be one of the charactenst:cs of a subs-
tance and it should mean that call entities possessing
qualities are substances’ leaving room for some cases

where entities not possessing qualities can be called subs-
tances.

We can take the third epithet to mean that ¢all
entities which are Inherent cause are substances’ or
‘only those entities are substances which are Inherent
cause.” Now, it can be shown that as far as Vaisesika
conception of substance goes, both the interpretations
here are admissible , because every substance enumera-
ted by him, somehow or other, is an Inherent
cause. Even ubiquitous substances, such as space (dis)
and time (Kala), are Inherent causes for qualities such
as conjunctions and disjunctions. But this means that

2. MNyaya-l3lavati (Chowkhambha ed.), p. 752

3. Cp. utpannamGiras, drayyam agunam tisthats’ty-
angikarad ayyapteh. Citsukhi (Nirpaya Sagar Press), p. 177.

Cp. also Nanv eva;n sati adrayyam ca syad guna-
Srayatv@bhavat. Gumasrayo dravyam iti hi dravya-laksanay;.
Tarkabhaga (Chowkhambha ed.), p. 35
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this third epithet that ‘a substance isan inherent cause’
is a complete definition in itself. Nyaya - Vaisesika
writers themselves have sometimes gone to the extent
of rejecting the definition that ‘a substance is that which
is a substratum of qualities’ and accepting the
definition that ‘an Inherent cause is a substance’t But
if it is a complete definition in itself, it makes the first
two epithets redundant. Moreover, even when an entity
possesses actions or qualities, it is an Inherent cause
with respect to the actions and the qualities. Thus
the sense conveyed by the first two epithets is included
in the third epithet. This again makes the first two
epithets redundant and the definition given by Kanada
cannot be saved of the charge of superfluity.

A plain question which can strike a reader is
what made Kaniada to define substance in such a way
or, in other words, why did he not define substance
only by the last epithet, i. e, by saying that ‘substance
is that which is an Inherent cause’ (samavayi-karanam
dragyam)? One of the explanations can be that Kanada
did not regard the substratum of actions and ‘qualities as
Inherent cause. But this is not tenable, because Kanada
speaks of substance being a common cause of substance,
qualities and actions®, and substance as cause of actions

and qualities can only be an Inherent cause,

4. Cp. Samavayi-karanam dravyam iti drayya-laksanam-
yogat. Ibid , p. 36

5. Drapya-guna-karman@m drayyam Kkdranpa? saman-
_yam.—Vaidesika siitra, 1. 1. 18.
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It seems that there was a definition of substance
prevalent in Vaisesika system before Kanazda which was
- constituted of only the first part of the definition, viz.,
possessing actions and qualities (kriya-guna-vat drayyam).
We know that Vaidesika system does not start with
Kanada, there must have been the system in quite a
developed form before Kanada which he summarised
in the form of aphorisms. 1t is very probable that in the
earlier stages the definition of substance read only:
‘that which possesses actions and qualities’—-a notion
generally held by common people. But later on, it
was found that the definition does not cover
all the entities accepted assubstances. Another epithet
‘Inherent cause’ (samavayi-karapam) was therefore added
to make the definition complete. But it was not realized
that this made the first two epithets redundant. The
defect in the definition is thus indicative of two points :

(i) At an earlier stage, the definition of substance
regarded only a substratum of actions or qualities to
be substance,

(ii) It was realised even in Kanpada’s ‘time that at
times a substance can be even without qualities.







BHARTRHARI ON SOME FORMATIONS
INVOLVING LUK-ELISION

Mithilesh Chaturvedi*®

Bhartrhari in the Vrttisamuddesa of his Vakyapadiya
has offered his observations on those features of complex
formations that happen to interest him. In the midst
of his observations he discusses the grammatical analysis
of certain formations and shows why at some places the
luk-elision has been enjoined in the Papinian siitras while
apparently it has no use ; and why at some other places
it has not been enjoined although it seems inevitable.
Bhartrhari’s treatment of the subject is quite novel. His
remarks in this connection are interesting from the tech-
nical as well as semantic point of view and have influ-
enced the later writers on Sanskrit grammatical litera-
ture.

The plural formation gargah meaning the descen-
dants of garga is derived by adding (P. 4.1.105) and
subsequently eliding (P. 2.4.64) the suffix ya%. The word
then expresses the meaning without the suffixes being
visible. No operation dependent on the suffixes is seen
to take place here. What then, could be the purpose of
the addition and subsequent elision of the suffixes here ?
Bhartrhari says that although the words garga and the
like denote a meaning, different from that of the stem,
without the suffixes, the purpose of the mention of luk is
to secure the correctness of the word in the grammatical

*Research Fellow, Dept. of Sanskrit, University of Delhi,
Delhi.
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explanation.* For it has been laid down that neither
the stem by itself, nor the suffix by itself must be em-

ployed in usage.® So the word garg@h as a mere stem
cannot be correct.

But then, the correctness of such formations may
be obtained by the superimposition of identity between
a person and his descendant. A word, by the identity-
relation, can also denote the things connected with its
meaning. For instance, we find the form raghznam in
Raghuvamsa in the sense of the lineage of Raghu.? As
for the statement of Mahabhas ya showing the incorrect-
ness of the words babhru},, manduh etc., in the sense of ‘the
descendant of’,* it pertains to the direct denotation, i.e.,
the word babhkruh cannot by direct denotation, mean the

1. fHasada ar ¥ faamifaarfa: o

TiEAar gEHT Jat  rgEHgIEad 1
Vakyapadiya (VP) II1 Pt. ii, Vrttisamuddesa (Vr.) 81; ed.
K.A.S.Iyer, Deccan College, Poona 1973.

2. (2) g9 ga F<aq: TAlqqasyq:, T@IIIT T ASiaffa |

Makabhasya (MB), 3. 1. 2, Vol. III, P. 13; cd. with Kaiyata’s

Pradipa (KP) and Nageda’s Uddyota (NU), Nirnaya Sagar
edn., Bombay 1937.

(b) aTaar [AHI: FA: —F HaAT IHfa: TAYFTSAT T O Naqwr ¢
Teaq: g i
MB. 1.2.64, Vol. II, P. 75, Bombay 1935.
3s Raghuvamsa I. 9.

4. ufeq g: frfasfser az4t fraa: s | gwdftae | asfacyife-
T AEATATT FYAT—FT g IS FA G FAIA: T, A, ANWD ZT 1
ATHEET AIVSAT ATASEAT g0 qAFTy 73 JAvSaWF 70 7g=aa |
MB, 3. 1. 2. pp. 10-11.
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descendant of babhru.® Patafijali himself accepts that
besides the possessive relation, we also have identity-
relation.® So the word gargak through the stem-mean-
ing itself can denote the descendants of garga by the
identity-relation. But if this be the case, says Bhar-
trhari, the word would not necessarily mean ¢‘the descen-
dants of’.” It could as well be used for ‘the disciples of”

5. %q‘&f’g U ge g, 7 S=ad, Teaqd  guear aEuat

qad | AT 9XeT 30 gF T ASHNE AR IHATHIeEE Y
wrsd fawedcfa S ? 7 1 Tarue i EasgwmIeET
Sabdakaustubha (SK), 2. 4. 62, p. 290, Benares, 1929.

AramAaRgrfIga-ar wafg—a@sfmfa | saacafrdasay vraf%r
qrsafafa

MB, 4. 1. 48, Vol. iv, p. 67, Bombay, 1942.
7. @xsafaafudararaays faar afe o
TIATRT: NFSATTIA fqaaT w3Aq u

VP III, Vol. ii, Vr., p. 491: Benares Sanskrit Series Nos.
162-164, Benares 1937.

6.

*Although all the later three editors -- (i L.A. Ravi Varma
(T.S.S. No. 148, Trivendrum, 1942), (ii) K. V. Abhyankar and V.P.
Limzye (University of Poona, Skt. and Pkt. Ser., Vol. II, Poona,
1965), and (iii) K. A. S. Iyer (Deccan College, Poona 1973),—
have read °79qe¥ in the fourth quarter, I think that the read-
ing gy which has been given in the edition, .is certainly
preferable. This reading yields the sense directly and is also
supported by Helarzja’s commentary, cf.:

freg wREaraEITRiarr  FaassgITaTAETEaTfaaIsiy Ti-
& guUIATIETEaT agaaaq sdEa st vy aagtafy fakamsr-
Samfag 7 sAdad—
(HPP, VP 1II, Pt.ii, p. 191). Prof. K. V. Abhyankar and V. P.
Limaye have also remarked in Appendix III (p. 292) of their
edition : “Kaiyata reads dfga for saada and °wr9 for % qey
which seems to be correct.” The reading % Tqex is also supp-

orted by the Vydkarama Siddhanta Sudhznidki of Viévegvara SOri
(see infra, f. n. 11).
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or ‘the servants of’ garga. Really speuking, the meaning

expressed by garga being in singular, the stem cannot
take the plural suffix in its original sense. Therefore the
plural form quite naturally means not garga but some-
thing related to garga. But the grammatical explanation
by means of the elision of the suffix is necessary for
restricting the meaning, while at other places it is meant
for the operations dependent on the suffix.® This state-

ment of Bhartrhari has been quoted by Kaiyata,®
Bhattoji'® and Vidvedvara Sari.1?

If the elision in gargak has been taught for the
sake of restriction of meaning, then in prast¢hz (the wife
of a chieftain), elision of the taddhita affix in the sense
of ¢this is his’ must be taught.*? Otherwise the word

8. wWERT § Saafgamsiawsd a5 | a7y s@awaqd g%,
@ @afaamg |

Helarsja’s Prakirsaprakasa, VP III, pt.ii, p. 191.
9. KP. 3.1.2, vol. IIT, p. 11,

10. SK. 2.4.62, p.290.
T ¥ wem gEfaafaaradegrrgaarg@Etafa asaq | gaeEfe
FERADIAIEUARIAEE fadamarng | agw gikur—
arsafaeaafagrararesaaT famr afk |
TyATEY: NgIAATqRafrasr waq n
11. Vyakarapa Siddhanta Sudhanidhi (VSS), p. 1178, Benares,

1929.
12, q_u‘]’nfamm afgagiasag | Varitika 2 on p. 4. 1. 48.
qarTIRTEATAT afgaer grawea: | awAsfaia ey |

MPB on idem, p. 65.



BHARTRHARI ON SOME FORMATIONS INVOLVING LUK-ELISION 23

would not necessarily mean ‘the wife of’ even through
an identity-relation. True, says Bhartrhari, and that is
why a special effort has been made here; viz., the
enjoining of gender by P. 4.1.48. Although in the
example ma%ican yuvatih pasya, the sense of the word
yuvati}; is superimposed by the identity-relation on the
referent of the ma%ica (cushions), yet the same process
cannot be adopted in case of prasthc. For, unless the
gender is changed, the word prastha cannot express the
sense of ‘wife’ inspite of the identity-relation. So by an
indication of gender, the word, with the feminine suffix
added to it, denotes ‘the wife’.*s The suffix is enjoined
only when the word ending with the feminine expresses
the meaning conventionally, i. €., on account of its
association with the male, and not etymologically. Thus
the wife of a ganaka (astrologer) is gapakz but if she
herself is an astrologer she will be called ganakz. But
could not the word prasth; or ganak:, ending with sy,
as well denote the c<‘sister” or <‘mother” etc.? No,
because it is only the wife that is conventionally asso-
ciated with her husband. She is indirectly associated

13(a) @isafrcafiiaass frgiasasare |
searfaq 7 srrda Jfaadw saEd n
. VP 111, pt. ii, verse, 83.
(b) s fagesarrat safaraarfzag fega:
fisafaafadsa g w1t 7 fqaa )

.- VP III, pt. ii, verse. 150,
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with all his acts in life and shares the fruits of merito-
rious deeds or sins committed by him.*#

Well, then in such instances as prastho wvrihih (rice
measured by the measure known as prastha), the elision
of the taddhita suffix must be taught for expressing the
sense of measure and measured definitely. Bhartrhari
explains that a special effort has been made here, so
that the elision of taddhita need not be taught. P. 2.3.46
enjoins the first case-affix in the additional sense of
parimana (measure). But as Candragomin says, such
words as dronali khari etc., always stand for a particular
measure. Thus this sense, being invariably present in
them, is nothing but pratipadikartha. Therefore, the first
case-affix being secured simply on account of pratipad:-
kartha, the mention of parimana in the rule is superfluous.
That is why Candragomin gives his rule merely as
arthamaire prathama*® . ‘

Bhartrhari offers a justification for the mention of
parimana. It has been mentioned for securing the cor-

14. (a) ada waragadt fEfaand WY FaE ITEaATRIFAATT
A, U TBTeRHIT T | MB. 4. 1. 48, p. 66
(b) zar arfazmY oga i @rfaa: Gfqagaa wgad, I3 3
qIEAT, 9T SNgaEt: TEAgE A | KP. ibid.
(c) @fqeaged Am@iaT galqead, Tt |
HPP, VP II1, ptii, p. 192.
15. wdwrd ggar1 I 1. 93. '

aqr T FIA WEE 3f7 TfETEfy weard @ |

Candra Vy8karana, pt.i, p. 183; ed. K. G. Ghatterji, Poona,
1953.
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rectness of the expressions prastho wvrihik etc., when the
taddhita suflix is not there.*” Thus when the word
prastha stands for the measured, i. e., vrthikh, the case-affix
in it denotes the sense of measure in general which serves
to differentiate the measured. Thus the expression prastho
vrihih means ‘‘rice measured by the measure known as
prastha>>*" Therefore Nagesa also says that the bhasya
passag.c saying that the mention of parima@na is necessary
for securing the first case-affix in words like dronak etc.*®
must be interpreted to mean: the word parimana
is necessary so that the measure expressed by the first case
affix may be construed with the measured 1i. e. vrihi, by
the relation of the measure and the measured.*®

16. ofwrarfa® ax sgwr fasay ga: 1 PP. III, pt. ii, verse. 85.
17. ofwmorage seaidlai afiseesfaawmgamads gaT arggdar
earfefa |

HPP. VP 1III, pt.i, p. 366; Deccan College Monograph
Series 21, Poona, 1963.

geaard afiant sgeqel A% dado faqwn, s@adeg af=T-
qfi=ezraras N fadqufafa Ha3s: o

Siddhanta Kaumudi no. 532.

18. =g afkqomgei feadg ? D @ mewfaamfc gt
T |

MB. 2. 3. 46, p. 513.

19, g Do @rd weshraTfy  agr eafafy woaem frasa-

deg af@mmrer ofiSaqic=dasyEaT NZATY AAs=aqt T49qr
arfesayg: |
NM, ibid.

4
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But we see that in such places as dronaiv vrihima-
naya (bring one drona of rice), the first case-aifix is not
present. How then, in its absence, the relation of
measure and measured would be conveyed. If itis to be
understood through laksana, why mnot assume the same
in case of the cxpression drons vrihik also. And, at other
places tod ¢. g.. in siriho manavakah (the boy is a lion),
the meaning is understood through implication, i. &. by
superimposing an identity between the boy and lion.
Similarly in the expression drozo vrihi the meaning may
be understood by assuming an identity-relation between

drona and vrthi. Thus the mention of parimana becomes
redundant.

But in this case, says He!ark‘zja,' the sense of measure
and meogsured would not be definitely conveyed. The
sense of ‘approximateness’ or ‘rescmblance’ might also be
understood. Therefore, even when the identity relation
is superimposed, the mention of the word parimana be-
comes inevitable so that the sensc of measure and measurcd
may be understood definitely.2?® Visvesvara Sari also
says that by the mention of the word parimana the laksana
becomes restricted in the sense of mzasure and mea ured.”*

20. wrsafregalew fg AzEgET  gEAdggasEy 9 9d@Ed 1 AqTA-
st aearaeafa  ar gaafe ofemorfas asifcafese
ArayTga-afafreragiTaIfy aagaad gqar fFaraa |

HPP. VP III, pt. i, p. 366.

21, 7 = i@ AfgEFEIaRt aauEEsEacgaaregasiy gafa ar=aq |
aaifa aeqar MEesEarTgma TRATUTgWEITHEFET

VSS. p. 1077,
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When the restriction of sensc has thus been established,
the word is connected with other case-affixes.?2

However, wheir we want, we may also have prgs-
thiko vrihils by employing the taddhita affix tha% by split-
ting up the rule tadasya parimanain samkhyayah (p. 5.1.57-
58).282 Katyayana and Patafijali feel the need of a state-
ment anyebhyo’ pi drsyate, i. e. ‘the affix is also enjoined in
cases other than sa;khya etc.’, so that we may have the
formations kharasatika etc.?¢ Bhartrhari, however, says
that the sufiix may be added by splitting up the rule
(yogavibhaga).?s The yogavibhaga in the present rule has
been accepted by all later writers and evidently under
the influence of Bhartrhari, Kaiyata and Nazageda inter-

22. (a) safafemea 9T a9 7 fAIwaq |

gegasgmiganasd  amatfaiawfiafa: o
VP 111, pt. ii, Vr. 86.

(b) @ =Ty wrangsasw =fkaral waur  agatenfratey
FAIfed AT arfa@sIfy a8 faasaataa@afkin: aead
HPP, Ibid. p. 193.

23. The rule has been referred to as one single rule in the
Mahabhasya, but has becn numbered as two separate sfitras
in the s@trapatha. cf. ‘‘sometimes a sfitra which is divided
by the Varctikakara into two, has been recognised as a
couple of s@ttras in the sBtrapatha which has come down tc
us at present.”—XK. V. Abhyankar, 4 Dictionary of Sans-
krit Grammar, s. v. Yogavibhdga, GOS no. 134, Baroda

1961.

24. s r=shy geaa s aswenw (o gatsaw ? @rewarad |
MB. 5.1.57, p. 269.

25. afedy MwaAds am ar w#ag forfeay
VP 111, pt. ii. verse. 85,
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pret the statement of Mah@bhasya as ordaining yogavi-
bhaga.2®

Now, what is the use of the elision of matup suffix
which has been taught in case of the quality words2? ?
The relation of the quality and the possessor of that
quality is naturally established. Like the universal, it
always inheres in the substance. Why 1is it then, that
the elision of the suffix is felt necessary in case of the
quality only and not in case of the universal ? Bhar-
trhari anticipates the argument and points out the difle-
rence between the quality and the universal. The
application of quality words to their substratum is not
fixed. Sometimes they may be applied through identity-
relation and sometimes through differential relation.
But in case of the universal, it is not so. It always
exists in the substance right {rom the beginning upto its
destruction. So it is always expressed as identical with
the substance. Thus even in the view that the universal is
the meaning of the word, it cannot be used without the
bhavapratyaya like tva or tal. For instance we cannot
say sabaleyasya gaul;, when we want to express the umni-
versal of the cow. But we can easily say sabaleyasya

26. (a) ‘azex afcrmory’ wf avrfaanr: wied gwgrd wafT
XP. 3.1.57; p: 269.
(b) aafy ‘Geeq ARG deM@T TAFFAAAT ATy qfsay, qArly
g sty guaa arwfasradfafa s amfaamn safaa: o
Brhacchabdendusekhara, p. 1414, Varanasi, 1960.
27. gorEEATEY qgar 99 |

Varttika 3 on p. 5.2.94.
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suk’aj; when we want to express the white gnality of the
animal.2®

Therefore, since the differential relation is also seen
in case of the quality words like sukla etc. and not only
the identity-relation, the elision of the suflix matup has
been taught for explaining their correctness, in accord-

ance with the maxim that neither the bare stem nor bare
suffix may be used.2?

The elision of the suffix-is thus necessary when the
non-differential relation is expressed. That is why the
quality words like sukla etc. have been called gunavacana.
After expressing its own sense, that is the quality white,
the word sukla also denotes the additional sense of the
substance in general on account of integration.s® Thus
Just as the word bidalk denotes the sense of descendants
as qualified by its own sense, similarly the word sukla also

28. a= sayistraar qUEEHEE: 98 )

AT Iq I aAd qaAafeaad 1l

T ed wrawaed affa saafead |

gaecd argagey gad gaREd

VP. II1, pt. ii, verse. 146-147.

29. ygarfey AGEGT sAfAEwET WA |

gaTeafgad argasy faarfEEa o

Ibid., 87.

30. %9 9A%E YUIATT! G FAAGA: WIGY ! WIHAI QT AT~

quraEaT Agar ghrfa o

MB, 2.1.29, p. 373.
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expresses the substance as qualified by itself.2* This
excludes such words as rasa ‘taste’, riipa <colour’, gandha
‘smell’ etc. which stand for independent qualitics. These
qualities are riever used through identity relation. For
instance, we can say candanasva gandhah or candanal,
gandhav@n, but we cannot say candanam gandhah like suklah
patah. That is why in their case, the elision has not
been taught.®?

31. gar fg wadfafursemanifrgmrg faar z'mazr sm‘rma? aqr
gaarEarsty, 7 g @ysafyefada=gddad:
HPP, VP 111, pt. ii, p. 193.
32. (a) aw@rsafafa @aearz araiT 4T |
gEdaTieaq aar susagarey 7 faaw u
VP 111, pt. ii, Vr; 149.
(b) @d= fg & aaetarar g @Hgar=Eay W@ waaifafa )
Tar ¥ Igrfesaes (P. 5.2.9) sfa sfagswrsad aadia @
HPP, ibid , p. 224.

1A AR A



ACCUMULATION OF FORMS IN COGNITION
ACCORDING TO THE YOGACARAS

(With special reference to Mimamsa-Sloka-Varttika)
Vijaya Rani*

Among different schools of the Buddhists, the
Yogacaras have been regarded as the wupholder of
subjective Idealism, according to which there is no
objective world independent of the perceiving mind.?
The Yogiacaras hold that cognition alone is transcen-

dentally real and the external world is wunreal . The

external world is projected and created out of the
cognition itself.

A question naturally arises, as to how can the
Yogacaras formulate their theory of perception, without
there being any other entity except cognition. A reply
to this querry has been found in the Pratyaksa chapter
of Pramaypa-Samuccaya, where Dianaga asserts that
‘every cognition is produced with a two-fold appearance,
namely, that of itself as subject (Svabhasa) and that of
the object (Visayabhasa)’®. Explaining the same, he
further states: <“The form in which the cognition
appears (i.e. Visayabhasa) is the object to be cognised
(prameya). The form of cognition as subject

Department of Sanskrit, Kurukshetra Univ., Kurukshetra.

1. cp. Shastri, D.N., Critique of Indian Realism, p. 42.

2. cp. fFaafarrdqzusafarmaE

Viméatika ka 1.
3. @@ f§ agmay wwE faarar v

Pramana-Samuccaya Vriti 1. 9,
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(grahakakara i.e. Svabhasa) is the means of cognition
(pramapa) and the self-apprehension of cognition
(Samvitti i. e. Sva-Samvitti) (as possessing the above two
appearances) is the result (phala). Therefore these

three (factors of cognition) are mnot separate from one
another.”’#

It is, thus, evident that the Yogacaras, in spite of
assuming only one entity i.e. the cognition, have
accepted its two forms—the form as object( Visayabhasa)
and the form as subject (Svabhasa or grahakakara).

It may be asked about this theory as to how it is
understood that cognition has two forms. The Buddhist

reply to this question has been presented in detail by
Kumarila in his SI. Var. He says :

“The conception of the Subjective-form of
cognition (grahakakara Samvittih), which is assumed on
the basis of the distinction in successive cognitions, can
be inferred from recollection also.”’® Explaining the
same, Kumarila adds : <If the cognition, at first, is
assumed as having only one form (i.e. the objective
form =grahyskara), the other cognition, which cognises
the first one, would arise in the same form (i.e. in the

4. AN T34 TEAATGAA I |

AgFERG At A4 A1T: gAFTad

Pramana Samuccaya 1. 10.

5. sagfaamfalmmar gHEad |
grasrsseTcafata: sagom=arssgarfar n

St var., S’Bn_ya Ka 110.

Also see Nydya-raindkara on the above  Kdarika,

P
298-99.
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same objective form which had been cognised previously).
In that case, the difference between the cognition of the
jar and the cognition of that cognition would not be
possible. If, on the other hand, it is assumed that the
first cognition, appecars in two forms, in the objective
form (grahyakara) as well as fin the subjective form
(grahakakara), there would be an accumulation of forms
(akara-pracaya) in the subsequent cognition.’’®

If it is asked, how this accumulation of forms
(akarapracaya) in subsequent cognitions can be
established, Kumarila, explaining the Buddhist view,
says :

““T'he first cognition appears in two forms—in the
objective form as well as in the subjective form ; the
other cognition, which cognises the previous one, appeais
in three forms, i. e. it takes the two forms of the previous
cognition as its objective form (Visayzkira), and it takes
its own form (Svzkara) as its Subjective form
(grahakakara). And thus owing to the increasing number

6. uwrtssHR faw @ 9w gfs e aqa |
aaeafgaarsea=T  agda wRerd
geaTaasaiAansisar T fasafa ’
ATGHISSTHILH (T ATHTITHAT A '

Sl. Var. Sunya, Ka 111-12.

Also cf. afs gea gefqag Fas faearsswR 41T qasasd 9e151-
warcfeggafy fadraws Faafaeqsk  gaEag €@, @ gaanfk-
TR T AaafaamEaT |, oot FaaagsmIcasty agai |-
FeqEEfEai Afa | a7T g g4 ATAARIIAIAETY  AGISSHIITALT
faenfa e sfa Nyaya-ratnakara, p. 299,

D
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of forms in the subsequent cognitions, the distinction
from the previous ones would be established.””

Having, thus, explained the first reason
(uttarottara vijaanavidesat), given by the Yogacaras in
support of the two-formed-cognition (dvi-ripa-jiana),
Kumarila, now elaborates their second reason (Smarnpat
ca anumaniki) in the following way :

«“Having the cognition of an object, when one
recollects it afterwards, he recollects its objective-form
(grahyakara) as well as its cognising-form (grahakakara),
and from this fact, it is inferred that cognising-form
{grahakakara) was also there in the previous cognition
alongwith its objective-form (grahyakara).””® That is,
at the time of recollection, one recollects not only the
object, say the jar, but also its cogaising-form that ‘I
had got the knowledge of the jar.” From this two-formed
recollection, it is inferred that cognising-form
(grahakakara) was also present in the cognition at the
time of perception.

7. <A qafaas @IS I TG |
aeaTsseHay qat = fawgsrgasgat |
qRSATHFTEEAT qavar fasar

SIl. Var., Sanya Ka. 113-14 ab.

Also cp. yaaeg fg fawarsRer ArgFaRT T garse afgwd
fadtd afEaATATATHRIFAATATHIAT T ATZHIHIT ATH1E ATfT | gaA-

FISSHIIATATEAAT qaq7 =t Faerar fasacifa o
8. FIFgAITEHIOTALHE (Y ATgH: I

Also cp. sraY 5= it @37 st e, SISTETET TRY
daafa, aar arwfy gdafafa

Nyaya-ratnakara, p. 300



ACCUMULATION OF FORMS IN GCOGNITION 35

This presentation of the Buddhist view of two-
formed-cognition by Kumarila is in full conformity with
the account given by Dianzaga. Accounting for the
appearance of cognition in two forms, Dipniaga says in
his Pramana-Samuccaya :

“I'hat cognition has two forms, is (known) from
the difference between the cognition of the object and
the cognition of that (cognition). Later also, from (the
fact of) recollection, (it follows that cognition has two
forms), because it (i. e. recollection) is mnever of that
which has not been  (previously) experienced.?®”
Dianaga’s own V7zit: on this k@rik@ elaborates his view
more clearly*®. Some other Buddhist logicians like
Dharmakirti**, Monorathanandin®?, Prajfiskara Gupta®?
etc. also explain the idea of two-formed cognition in their
respective treatises.

The theory of accumulation-of-forms (akarapracaya)
in successive cognitions has been elucidated very clearly

9. fauasmasymfadrare, fasaar |
TpaeaeEE 9 9 ggaafawifad ; PS. I ka n.

10. See Pramana-Samuccaya Vytti on KA. 1l in <Dignaga on
pérception,’ p. nil and also its Eng. translation in the same work on

po 29"30. .
11. Pramana-Viaritika, Pratyaksa, Kas. 374-81.

12. Manorathanandivrtti, on  Praman-Varttika, Pratyaksa,
Kas. 374-81.

13. Pramana-Varttika Bhasya, p. 403.
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grahaka appears only due to the mis-conception. It does
not exist in reality.*?

17, cp. (i) f=RIsaearsa s afgfea feaa:

grearafat frat sfawEr ggasea: r
Pramzana-Varttika, Pratyaksa, Ka. 212.

(11)ssscossvmnpine . FqT Hrea fAreaa |
[EEESECIURIERRIECIEARE LS E L
qgT FAeAIERE  FATIIFTANGAA 1l
Ibid. Kas. 330 & 331.
(iii) wmaT ¥ faeay agd arfe qeaa: )
FEARFHAD o« ®9 qur 7 fa=a |
Ibid. ka. 360.



MITHILA—THE HEART OF JAINISM
Dr. Md. Aquique*

Mithila, variously known as Videha and Tira-
bhukti, consists of the erstwhile districts of Darbhanga,
Muzaffarpur, Champaran, Saharsa, Purnea, North
Monghyr and north Bhagalpur, as well as the tferai un-
der Nepal lying between the district and lower ranges of
the Himalaya. She occupied a very influential position in
the politics of Aryavarta and her contribution to Indian
civilization is more remarkable than that of any other
part of the country. Mithila played a very significant
part in the history of Jainism for centuries because
Mahavira, the twenty-fourth Tirthankara of the Jainas,
and commonly spoken of as ¢‘the founder of Jain
Church”, was a scion of the noble family of Vaidali
where he was born and spent the early part of his life ?

Vaiézali, the ancient seat of the Licchavis and the
erstwhile capital of the republican Videha? is important
not only on account of its antiquity but also of its associ-
ation with Jainism. Vardhamana Mahavira, was born
at Kundagrama, one of the three districts of Vaisali® and

*Department of Asian Studies, Magadh University, Gaya
(Bihar).

1., U. Thakur, Studies in Fainism and Buddhism in Mithila, pp.
80 Off.

2. For historical account of ancient Mithila, see U. Thakur,
History of Mithila, p. 2ff.

3. For dctails,of Vaidali, see Ibid., Chap. III,
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belonged to the Jfatrika clan.s He, therefore, came
to be known as vesalie or vaisalika meaning ‘a mnative of
Vaisali’ or the first citizen of Vaisali.5 His father, Sid-
dhartha, was the chief of the Naya clan (Jnatrika clan)
whose wife Trisala was a sister of Cetaka, king of Vaidali
She is called Vaidechi or Vaidehadatti, because she be-
longed to the ruling family of Videha, and hencc
Mahavira is also known Dby various maternal names

such as Videha, Vaidehadatta, Videhajatya, and
Videhasukumara. ®

According to the Jainas, Mithila or Videha was
included in the Jaina Aryan countries. These countries
were known as Aryan for it is said that the Tiithayaras,
the Gakkavatlis, the Baladevas aad the Vasudevas werc born
here. These great men are said to have attained omni-
science in these countries and a number of people were
enlightened and had taken to ascetic life by attending to
their preaching.” 1In Vaisali Mahavira is said to have
had a large number of staunch supporters and followers
among the Licchavis and the Videhans.? Some of his

4. Hoernle, Uvdsagadasdo (Bibliotheca Indica series), pp.
B'Bv

5. Sntra-Kytanga, I. 3.

6. Acarangasitra, 389.
For details of Mahavira’s birth-place. see Jacobi, Faina
S#tra. pt. ii, SBE. Vol. XXII, Intro X-XIII) ; Steven-

sion, T he Heart of Fainism,, 21-22, 28; also see U. Thakur,
Studies in Fainism and Buddhism in Mithila, pp. 81fF.

7. J. Q. Jain. Life in Ancient India as depicted in the Fain Canons,
250-51.

8. B. C. Law, Mghayira, p. 7fL.
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followers appear to be men of the highest position. We
are told in the Buddhist literature that even during the
life time of Buddha, Mahavira has a great influence on
the life of the people of Vaisali and Videha.® Besides
Mahavira, Vasupiijya, the twelfth Tirthaakara, is said to
have attained his nirv@na at Campapura (Bhagalpur)
and Naminatha, the twenty-first Tirthaakara, was born
in Mithila. Mahavira himself is said to have spent
twelve rainy seasons in Mithila.'® Mithila or Videha,
therefore, has a much greater claim on Mahzavira whose
personality and teachings rapidly built up Vaidali as
centres of Jainism and of the spiritual discipline and
asceticism upon which it was based,

Besides the blood-relationship, which Mahavxra had
- with the Videhans as shown above, there are certain

other indications in the Jaina canonical texts which de-
finitely point to the Videhans taking great interest in the

Jaina Church, Nimi (or Nami or Nemi), the founder
of the Janaka dynasty of Mithila11, is represented in the
Jaina Sitras as having embraced Jainism. We are told
in the Uttaradhyayanasvitra** that “Nami,......... the king
of Videha (Mithila) left the house and took upon him
Sramanahood’.?® On the basis of these evidences, we

—

9. Vinaya Texts (SBE. XVII), p. 108ff ; also see U. Thakur,
op. cit.

10, ZXalpa-Saira (Vide B. Q. Law, op* cit., p. 32ff.)

11. For details of Janaka Dynasty, see U. Thakur, Hist ory qf
Afith:la, CGh. II.

12. IX.61 ; XVIII. 45. (SBE. XLV. pp. 41, 87) ; also see
Meyer, Hindu T ales 147-69.

13. For different views, see U. Thakur, Studies in Fainism and
Buddhism iu Mithila, pp. 98ff.

6
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can safely say that if not all, at least a section among
Videhas, were ardent followers of this faith. Apart from
the Videhans, the Licchavis along with the Jaatrikas
must have come directly under the influerce of the teach-
ings of Mahivira The cases of Tridala, Siddhartha,
Cetaka, Cellana and others suggest that the Licchavis had
a distinct sympathy and respesct for the Jainas. Further-
more, Cellana, one of the seven daughters of king Cetaka,
was married to Bimbisara, with the result that both of
them became ardent Jainas.14# And the other six daugh-
ters of Cetaka married to different kings are also said to
have been strong supporters and followers of Jainism.*®

Camps, the capital of Aaga (modern Bhagalpur, a
part of Videha in ancient times) was yet another impor-
tant centres of Jaina activities where Mahavira spent
three rainy seasons and where Vasupiijya , the twelfth
Tirthankara was born and died. There are signs of old
and new Jaina temples of both the Digambara and the
Svetambara sects built for Vasupiijya and other Tirth-
ankaras®®. We are told in the Upasagadasao and the
Antagadadas@o that there was a temple called Punna-
bhadda at Camps3 in the time of Sudharman, one of the
eleven disciples of Mahavira, who succeeded him as the
head of the Jaina sect after his death.*” It is said that
the town was visited by Sudharman, at the time of
Kunika Ajatadatru who went there barefooted to see the

14. Q. J. Shah. Faini m in Nort ' India, p. 88{T.
15. Ibid.

16. Dey, The Geographical Dictionary of Ancient and Mediaeval
India, pp. 44-45.

17. Hoernle, ii, p, 2.

i
i

i
i
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Ganadhara outside the city which was again visited by
Sudharman’s successors.*® It may thus be rightly said
that it was through the ruling dynasty of Vaidali or the
Licchavis that Mahavira got solid support from all direc-
tions in his early days, and ¢it was through them that
the religion of Mahavira had spread over Sauvira, Aaga,
Vatsa, Avanti, Videha and Magadha, all of which were
the most powerful kingdoms of the time”.*® The Bud-
dhist work therefore, do not mention Cetaka, though
they have a lot to tell us about different aspects of Vai-
sali in general. Jacobi, therefore, rightly suggests that
¢the Buddhists took no notice of him as his influence...
was used in the interests of their rivals. But the Jainas
cherished the memory of the maternal uncle and patron
of their prophet, to whose influence we must attribute
the fact that Vaidali used to be a stronghold of Jainism

while being looked upon by the Buddhists as a seminary
of heresies and dissent’’ 2°

The Jaina sources also tell us that like the Videhas
and the licchavis, the Mallas were also devotedly attach-
ed to Mahavira. The Kalpasztra says that the nine
Mallikas or Malla Chiefs, like the Licchavis also obser-
ved fast and instituted an illumination to mark the pass-
ing away of the great Jina. From the Antugadadasao we
further learn that the Mallikas, alongwith the ugras, the
Bhogas, the Ksatriyas, and the Licchavis, went to receive

18. C. J. Shah op. cit., pp.-94-95.

19. Ibid., p. 99 ; Dey, Noies on Ancient Aniga, p. 322.
Buehler, Indian Sects of Fainism, p. 27.

20. SBE. Intro. XIII; C. J. Shah, . 0p. eit., pp. 99-108,
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Aritthanemi or Aristanemi (the king of Videcha ?), the
twenty-second Tirthankara when the latter had been to
the city of Baravai.?* And, this was also the case with the
Ganarajas of Kasi and Kofala.®*®* Bimbisara, Naudas,
Chandragupta Maurya, Samprati, Kharavela and other
powerful rulers are also depicted to have been associated
with the Jaina Church of Mahavira in the successive
periods.2?  During Gupta period and also later on Jai-
nism flourished to a great extent. But by the 13th and
14th centuries A.D,, the influence of the Jainas practica-

lly became non-existent in Mithila and the adjoining
regions.3*

The creed (Jainas) has left-a large number of anti-
quities, which are scattered all over Northern Ind‘a. But
so far as Mithila is concerned, a very few remains are
available, which do not help us much in presenting a
coherent history of Jaina art in this part of the country.

Archaeologically, the modern site of Vaiszali (a part of

ancient Mithila) is entirely devoid of any remains belong-
ing to this religious order. We have, however, several
references to Jaina antiquities in Vaidali and its suburbs
in the Jaina literature. The Uvasagadasao?® says that J6a-

trikas possessed a Jaina temple, outside their settelement

21. Barnet. The Antagada-dasllo
p- 36.

22. For details, see C. J. Shah, op. cit., pp. 108-111.

23. Ibid., 112-86; 204-16 ; also Gf. Report
Excapations 1951-35, pp. 10-11.

and Anuttarovavaiya-dasdo,

onn Kumrahar

24. For details, see U. Thakur, Studies in Fainism and Buddhism
in Mithila.

25. Hoernle, 1. p. 2.

P —
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at Kollaga, bearing the name of Diipatisa. Cegtya is the
term uscd for Jaina temple which according to Hoer-
nle means ‘‘properly the name of a Jaina temple or
sacred shrine but commonly applied to the whole
sacred enclosure containing a garden, grove or park
(Ujjana, vana-sanda or vana-khanda), a shrine and atten-
dants houses’.2® This religious establishment might
have been kept up for the accomodation of Mahzavira
on his periodical visit along with his disciples to kunda-
pura or vaisali.?”? |

IL.ike the Buddhist tradition, the Jaina tradition
also refers to the practice of erecting stipas over the
ashes of the Jainas. Omne such stapa existed at Vaisali
dedicated to the Jina Muni-Suvrata.2® Stipa worship in
Jainism seems to have been a predominant feature.
The Avasyaka Cnirpi®*? while referring to the above stiipa
at Vaisali, gives the story of the ¢““Thubha’ in illustra-
tions of Parinamiki Buddhi. The Avasyaka Niryukti®®
mercly gives the catch-word, ‘Thubha’ <which shows
that the author of the Niryukti knew of the stipa of
Muni-suvrata at Vaisali.””®* According to some scholars,

_—

26. Ibid., 1I. ps 2 fn. 4 ; For different interpretations of this
term see U. p. Shah, Studies in Faina Art, pp. 43-55.

27. Q. J. Shah, 106.
28. Avafyaka-Curnpi of Jinadasa (c. 676 A. D.). pp. 223-27,

567.

29. See U. Thakur, Studies in Fainism and Buddhism in Mithila.
p. 98ff.

30. WVv. 949-51 ; Haribhadra’s Vrttl, 437 : Avafyaka-Ctrmi,
pP. 567.

31. U. P. Shah, op. ¢it., p. 62.
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it would be a mistake to suppose that Cetiya in the
Buddhist passages of the AMahaiparinibbana-sutta3® and the
Digha-Nikaya®® referred to funeral mounds or stapas only
of Udena, Sattambaka and others.3* The Bahuputtiki-
cetiyam in the AMalkiparinibbana Sutta may besaid to be
identical with the Caitya of the same name at Visala-
(Vaidali) and Mithila referred to in the Jaina Bhagavati
and Vipaka Siiras. This Bahuputtika or Bahuputrika
Caitya was dedicated to a goddess of a name who was
a prototype of the later Buddhist Hariti. ‘Some of
these Buddhist Cetiyas, were, thercfore similar to the
Purpabhadra Caitya described in the Aupapatika Sutra,®s
called yaksa-ayatana after the well-known ancient yakgas,
Parpabhadra and Mapibhadra by Jaina commentators.
The description of this Parpabhadra Caitya, as given in
the Aupapalika Sttra®® supports more or less the inter-
pretations advanced by Hoernle stated above. It is said
that this caitya was in the udyana or park, called Amra-
salavana, situated to the north-east of the city of Campa.
It was very old in age, recognised by people of ancient,
famous, praised everywhere, and j7@ta.®”

At Vaidali, recently an image of Mahavira (in
black basalt stone) of the pala period was discovered,
which is now kept in a modern temple situated to the
west of Vaidaligarh near a tank. This image is now res-

32. Chap. III. Sections 36-37.
33. 1II. 113.; Also see Law, Geography of Early Bua’dhrsm, app.
34. U.P. Shah op. cit., pp. S5fL.
35. 1bid., 55.
36. Satras, 2-5.
87. U. P. Shah, op. cit., p. 55 ; for details see, U. Thakur,
Studies in Fainism and Buddhism in Mitkila, p. 103,
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pectfully worshipped in the name of Jainendra by the
Jainas who flock there from all over the country.3® We
have reference to another Jaina image discovered in
Vaidali in excavation.®® Moreover, innumerable clay-
sealings and self-impressions of more than 120 varieties,
mostly of unbaked clay were found by Dr. Bloch, Spooner
and others in course of excavations at the site. Jainism
undoubtedly had a very great influence in the area du-
ring the period to which these relics belong. But no
definite evidence of Jaina antiquities can be ascertained
on the basis of these huge finds.

Besides Vaisals, Jayamangalagarh (North Monghyr
and a part of ancient Mithila) is popularly believed to
have been an ancient seat of the Jainas,4® though we
have no definite corroborative evidences, literary or
archaeological, to support or reject this traditional view.
The Mauryan ruler, Samprati, is also held by tradition
as a great patron of the Jaimas and builder of nume-
rous Jaina temples.4r But unfortunately, no remains
are ecxtant today.*? In the case of Bhagalpur, the
ancient Anga Desa (some portions of which definitely
formed parts of ancient Mithila), we have a few Jaina
antiquities. NMandra Hill is supposed to be one of the
sacred places of Jainas. It was here that Vasu Piijyana-
tha, the twelfth Tirthankara, attained his nirvana. The

38. See U. Thakur, Zlbid.
39. P. C. Raychoudhary, Fainism in Bihar 99.

40. For the antiquities, History etc., of Jayamahgalagarh,
see G. D. College Bulletin Series, Nos. 1—4.

41. Brhat-kalpa-bhasya, Vol. 111; gathas 3285-89fF, 917-21.
42. U. P. Shah, op. cit., p. 6. ’
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top of this hill is a great object of veneration for the
Jaina community. The structure is said to have be-

longed to Sravakas or Jainas and one of the rooms still
contain a carana. A few other Jaina relics

were also
found on the top of the hill.*3

Karnagarh hill near
Bhagalpur also contains numerous ancient Jaina relics.

We have a reference to a Jaina Vihara to the north of
the ancient fort.

Thus in the light of the above stated facts we can
say beyond doubt that the torch of Jainism which was

lit up in Mithila was kept burning in the state of Bihar
as well as in other parts of the country.

-

43. Beglar, Archaeological ~ Survey of India, Vol. IIIL:

Qureshi, Ancient Monuments of Bihar and Orissa, (Section
on Bhagalpur).
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